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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A ball glove for use by a player to facilitate catching a ball, the ball 
glove comprising: 

a front glove portion; 

a back glove portion coupled to the front glove portion to define a hand 
cavity and to form first, second, third and fourth finger stalls and a thumb stall, each 
finger stall including a front stall portion and a back stall portion, each back stall 
portion including a distal region and a proximal region; 

first, second, and third elongate reinforcing members coupled to the back 
stall portions of the first, second and third finger stalls, respectively, the first member 
having a length that is shorter than each of the second and third members, each of the 
reinforcing members having first and second side edges, at least one of the reinforcing 
members having at least one slot extending into the reinforcing member between the 
first and second side edges, the elongate reinforcing members configured to inhibit 
rearward bending of the finger and thumb stalls upon impact with the ball during use; 
and 

a webbing coupled to, and positioned between, the first finger stall and 
the thumb stall. 

2. The ball glove of claim 1, further comprising a fourth elongate 
reinforcing member coupled the back stall portion of the fourth finger stall. 

3. The ball glove of claim 1, further comprising a fifth elongate reinforcing 
member coupled to the thumb stall. 

4. The ball glove of claim 1, further comprising a finger protector 
connected to the proximal region of the back stall portion of the first finger stall. 
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5. The ball glove of claim 1, wherein the second and third elongate 
reinforcing members extend over at least 70 percent of the length of the back stall 
portions of the second and third finger stalls, respectively. 

6. The ball glove of claim 1, wherein the first elongate reinforcing 
members extends over at least 30 percent of the length of the back stall portions of the 
first finger stall. 

7. The ball glove of claim 1, wherein each of the elongate reinforcing 
members includes at least one slot. 

8. The ball glove of claim 7, wherein each of the elongate reinforcing 
members include at least three slots. 

9. The ball glove of claim 1, wherein the at least one slot defines a path 
between the first and second side edges, and wherein the path defined by the at least 
one slot is selected from the group consisting of a straight line, a V-shaped path, a U- 
shaped path, an angled path, a jagged path, a sinusoidal path, a curved path, an 
irregularly shaped path, and combinations thereof. 

10. The ball glove of claim 1, wherein the reinforcing members have a 
predetermined thickness, and wherein the at least one slot has a maximum depth sized 
to be at least 50 percent of the predetermined thickness. 

11. The ball glove of claim 10, wherein the maximum depth of the at least 
one slot is at least 60 percent of the predetermined thickness. 

12. The ball glove of claim 1, wherein the at least one slot has a width which 
is less than 0.050 inches. 

13. A ball glove comprising: 
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a front glove portion; 

a back glove portion coupled to the front glove portion to define a hand 
cavity and to form a plurality of finger stalls and a thumb stall, each finger stall 
including a front stall portion and a back stall portion; 

at least one elongate reinforcing member, one of the reinforcing 
members being coupled to the back stall portion of one of the finger stalls and the 
thumb stall, at least one slot defined into the reinforcing members to form at least two 
reinforcing member segments, the reinforcing member segments configured to not 
overlap each other; and 

a webbing coupled to, and positioned between one of the finger stalls and 
the thumb stall. 

14. The ball glove of claim 13, wherein each of the finger stalls includes one 
of the elongate reinforcing members. 

15. The ball glove of claim 13, wherein the thumb stall includes one of the 
elongate reinforcing members. 

16. The ball glove of claim 13, wherein the at least one elongate reinforcing 
member includes at least three slots. 

17. The ball glove of claim 13, wherein the at least one slot defines a path 
between the first and second side edges, and wherein the path defined by the at least 
one slot is selected from the group consisting of a straight line, a V-shaped path, a U- 
shaped path, an angled path, a jagged path, a sinusoidal path, a curved path, an 
irregularly shaped path, and combinations thereof. 

18. The ball glove of claim 13, wherein the reinforcing members have a 
predetermined thickness, and wherein the at least one slot has a maximum depth sized 
to be at least 50 percent of the predetermined thickness. 
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19. The ball glove of claim 13, wherein the maximum depth of the at least 
one slot is at least 60 percent of the predeteimined thickness. 

20. The ball glove of claim 13, wherein the at least one slot has a width 
which is less than 0.050 inches. 
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